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Thank you for sending me a copy of your letter of August 11, 2006
to the Hon. Gordon O’Connor, Minister of National Defence, about the
~ need to update Canada’s Fixed-Wing Search and Rescue capacity.

Our Committee agrees with the comments made by your
association, namely that the Buffalo and Hercs are too old and should
be retired. The Buffalos were supposed to be replaced some time ago
and the SAR flying is also very hard on our limited SAR fleet.

In Part IV Chapter 3 of our recent report entitled The
Government’s No. 1 Job, you will see that the Committee has pushed for
the purchase of new search and rescue equipment. Recommendation 39
states “[t]he government re-energize the “fast track’ acquisition of
approximately 20 to 24 aireraft to fulfill the fixed-wing search and
rescue role so that the first of these aircraft can be delivered by 2007.”

Thank you for keeping the committee informed about the work of
your association and especially your interventions o the Minister. We
are hopeful that, with all the pressure, the government will fast-track
the acquisition of new search and rescue equipment.
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