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AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION OF CANADA - ONTARIO GROUP

MINUTES

60th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

SARNIA, ONTARIO
15, 16 & 17 MAY 2009


HOST

The host for the 2009 Convention was 403 (Sarnia) Wing with the host committee Chaired by John Stewart and Shirley Kelly.



Opening ceremonies commenced at 1930 hours on Friday 15 May 2009.  


Guests in attendance included:  Hon Bob Bailey, MPP Sarnia-Lambton; His Worship Mike Bradley, Mayor of Sarnia; John Allen, representative for Pad Davidson, MP; IPP Simon Vanderbyl, Branch 62 Royal Canadian Legion;  Ted Mahood, IPP NEC: Capt Wayne Kirkham, Liaison Officer 403 & 411 Wings; Capt Robert Vance L/O 422 Wing; David Brown, Executive Director Ontario Provincial Air Cadet League; Padre Rev. Dr. Ray Hodgson.

60-01

CONVENING OF THE FIRST BUSINESS SESSION

President Sam Newman opened the meeting at 0830 hours with a minute of silence remembering those who had departed this life since our last meeting, particularly remembering those who died while serving in the Air Forces of the Commonwealth and Allied Nations, those who paid the supreme sacrifice in the Armed Forces of Canada and her allies in the two Great Wars, subsequent military engagements and peace-keeping operations.   
60-02

RECOGNITION OF ONTARIO PAST PRESIDENTS

The following Ontario Past Presidents were recognized as being present:  Stan Nicols 1989-91; Bill Jack 1991-93; Ted Mahood 1997-99; John Stewart 1999-2001; Les Ball 2001-03; George McMahon Jr 2003-05; Noel Funge 2005-07.
60-03

RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL PAST PRESIDENTS

The following National Past Presidents were recognized as being present: Ron Button, 1990-92;
George McMahon Sr. 1992-94; and Ted Mahood 2005-07.
60-04

RECOGNITION OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

Ted Mahood, Immediate Past President was recognized as being the representative for the President of Air Force Association of Canada; Ron Coleman, National Financial Advisor.
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60-05

RECOGNITION 0F CANADIAN FORCES LIAISON OFFICER(S)

Capt Wayne Kirkham, Liaison Officer 403 Wing and 411 Wing; Capt Robert Vance, Liaison Officer 422 Wing.
60-06

RECOGNITION OF RECORDING SECRETARY
Susan Arsenault was introduced as recording secretary.  She read an email from LGen Charles Bouchard in which he asked that she say “hi to the gang at Ontario Group”.
60-07

ROLL CALL

The Chair, called on 1st Vice President, Shirley Kelly to conduct the roll call.  Voting delegates are determined by membership count effective March 31, 2009 as received from National Headquarters (See Attached). There were 42 delegates present; 16 proxies; 9 Group Executives; and 4 Past Presidents for a total of 71 votes.  The summary is attached to these minutes.
60-08

APPOINTMENT OF PARLIAMENTARIAN
Sam Newman appointed Clare Morrison, as Parliamentarian.

60-09

APPROVAL OF NOTICE TO HOLD 60th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING



Moved by Jim Scherb, 412 Wing, seconded by Garry Beck, 482 Wing that the Notice to Hold the 60th Annual General meeting be approved.  CARRIED 

60-10 RULES AND PROCEDURES GOVERNING THIS MEETING



Clare Morrison, Parliamentarian, advised the By-Laws of the AFAC would be followed, along with the Ontario Handbook and Roberts Rules of Order.

60-11

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 59th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Moved by Don Feduck, 434 Wing, seconded by Murray Hope, 418 Wing that the Minutes of the 60th Annual General Meeting be approved.  CARRIED
60-12

APPROVAL OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE ON GROUP EXECUTIVE THIS PAST YEAR
Moved by Art Darnbrough, 413 Wing, seconded by Anita Richardson, 428 Wing that the actions taken by the Ontario Group Executive over the past year be approved.  CARRIED

 
60-13 MOTION TO ACCEPT AGENDA AS PRESENTED

President Sam Newman announced amendments to the agenda to include:

a) Item 21: Presentation by IPP on Warriors’ Day; the Website and the Ontario Group Handbook; 
b) A presentation from David Brown, Executive Director OPC prior to the National President’s report.  
Moved by Lorne Falle, 424 Wing, seconded by Garry Beck, 483 Wing that the agenda be accepted as amended.  CARRIED
60-14 FIRST REPORT OF THE NOMINATION COMMITTEE

Noel Funge, IPP presented the following slate for the Ontario Group Executive and called three times for nominations from the floor.  There were no nominations from the floor.

PRESIDENT


Dave Donovan, 416 Wing Kingston

1st VICE PRESIDENT

Grant MacDonald, 413 Wing Trenton

2nd VICE PRESIDENT

Bill Devereaux, 428 Wing Peterborough

TREASURER


Bill Jack, 441 Wing Barrie

Noel Funge, IPP presented the following slate for the National Executive and called three times for nominations from the floor.  There were no nominations from the floor.

PRESIDENT


Brian Darling, 394 Wing, Montreal

1st VICE PRESIDENT

Terry Chester, 888 Wing Comox

2nd VICE PRESIDENT

Greg Spradbrow, 107 Wing Greenwood

60-15

PRESENTATION OF EXECUTIVE REPORTS

Executive Reports had been distributed to all delegates and are attached to these minutes as follows:

Annex A - Group President, Sam Newman
President Sam Newman thanked the delegates for their attendance.  He acknowledged there have been some communication difficulties over the past year, with information going directly to the Wings from National HQ under a bcc email, with Ontario Executive unaware of what information the Wings receive.  He stressed that HQ must follow the chain of command with regard to communications with Wings.  The information is to be sent to the Group President.  The Group President will distribute to the Executive, with the RVP’s responsible for distribution to the Wings.  He requested that Ted Mahood bring this to the attention of NEC.
He announced that it look like there hopefully will be a new ‘OLD WING’  (430 Warsaw) Stand-up in Ontario Group before the end of the year.  Gerry Cuffe, RVP Central has been working closely with the Polish group and it now looks like there will be approximately 55 members to stand up the new Wing.

He thanked, and commended the Ontario Group Executive on their hard work over the past year, in keeping the financial situation in mind and expenses down.  It has been a challenge for all of Ontario Group, especially Wings.  Two Wings have had to sell their quarters, but are still functioning well within their communities, and both Wings were in attendance at this AGM with a full contingent of delegates. 447 (Hamilton) Wing was having to close their doors this spring, but is hoping to re-open in a new location later on.  More information will be forthcoming from Central Region VP. 

He acknowledged the volunteers who have worked so diligently on the Silver Dart project, especially 434 and  484 Wings  This project brought high visibility to AFAC during this year of celebration of the Centenary of Flight.  He advised Ted Mahood brought the 100th Anniversary pins personally from the National President to be distributed to the delegates at this AGM.  


Annex D - 1st Vice President, Shirley Kelly

Shirley Kelly advised she will not be standing for the position of President, and thanked everyone for their support during her time on the Group Executive.  She expressed birthday wishes to Sandy Tosh, 418 Wing and Alan Fell, 432 Wing.  It was also pointed out from the floor that she is celebrating her birthday this weekend as well.
60-15 PRESENTATION OF EXECUTIVE REPORTS (Cont’d)

Annex E - 2nd Vice President, Dave Donovan

Dave Donovan reported the proposed project to raise money for Ontario Group with a calendar did not raise enough interest at the Wing level.  Five wings showed some interest; fifteen Wings showed no interest and nine Wings did not respond. He stated Ontario Group will have to fin other means of raising funds for Group expenses.

Annex B – Immediate Past President, Noel Funge
Noel Funge pointed out that the Statement of Duties of the Immediate Past President as stated in Booklet 113 is no longer relevant to Ontario Group’s operation.  As well as helping the President when called upon, he is tasked with special projects as mandated by the President.  The Ontario Group Handbook is one to which he will speak to later.  The other project is the Warriors’ Day Parade being held at the Toronto CNE on August 22nd, 2009.  This item will be covered in more detail later on the agenda. The third project was the Ontario Group web site, through the National web site.  This is linked through the National web site located at airforce.ca under the “About Us” tab.  He is able to update on a daily basis and will put information submitted by Wings on as well.  
60-16

PRESENTATION OF FINANCIAL REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2007/08 (Annex J)
Treasurer Bill Jack presented the Financial Report for Fiscal Year 2007-08.  He pointed out this report is unaudited due to computer problems.  He reported Group Executive used to meet six times a year, had 31 Wings and six regions but have been considerably reduced due to costs.  There are now 29 Wings and four regions, and Group Executive only meet twice a year.    Four meetings a year by Group Executive would be better, and this will be discussed, keeping financial constrictions in mind.

The per-capita dues paid by Wings will remain at $5 per head per member and will not be increased.  Some Wings have paid more when possible, with a total contribution of $2,500 over an above the $5 per member billed.  The amount budgeted at National of $100 per Wing has not been received as of this date.  

Jim Scherb, 412 Wing suggested perhaps the Group account could be moved to a Credit Union to eliminate the bank charges.  The Treasurer will bring this up at the post-AGM Executive meeting.

Kurt Abels, 408/437 Wing pointed out the report does not reflect the financial strength and requested a Profit & Loss Statement, keeping the dues assessment and donations separate with a line by line report.  The Treasurer advised he will update and have this available next year.

Donna Kuehl, 404 Wing requested that the funds dispersed figure be corrected to $12,446.87 to reflect a correction in the addition for Expenditures.  This does not change the closing balance reported.  

George McMahon Jr, PGP, asked if the $2,900 from National had been received for last year and he was advised it was not.

Stan Nicols, PGP congratulated the Treasurer on his presentation.  He suggested the report be moved in its unaudited form, with an audited copy to be sent to the Wings. 

Lorne Falle, 424 Wing, queried the dues received at National level vs. the total number of membership reported, with a possible $200,000 missing.  He was advised this was a national item, however, it was clarified Wings send Headquarters $44 per single member; $54 per dual member (dual being two members), therefore it was not feasible to estimate based on one membership fee multiplied by the total number of members.
60-16

PRESENTATION OF FINANCIAL REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2007/08 (Cont’d)

Les Ball, PGP advised the unaudited report had to be corrected to show the amount of Funds Dispersed as $12,446,87.  As well, if the unaudited reported is accepted by the members, the audited report still had to be voted on at the Executive.  The Audited Report is then to be distributed to the Wings.

Moved by Bill  Jack, Treasurer; seconded by Jim Scherb 412  Wing, that the Unaudited Financial Report for Fiscal Year 2007/08 be accepted as corrected.  CARRIED
60-17

APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR 

Moved by Bill Jack, Treasurer; seconded by Marjorie Byrne-Daniels, 412 Wing that Fred Stevens be appointed as auditor for the upcoming year.  CARRIED

60-18

PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009-10 (Annex J-a) 
Bill Jack presented the Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2009-10.  He thanked the Executive for their diligence in keeping the financial situation in mind and for their “out of pocket” expenses.    Moved by Bill Jack, Treasurer; seconded by Garry Beck, 483 Wing that the Proposed Budget is accepted as presented.  CARRIED
President Sam Newman pointed out the budget line at the National level is titled “Wing Visitation and Administration Grant” and is no longer referred to as “Capitation Grant”.  He also advised there is a caveat to the grant from National in that they must have received Part I and Part II reports from the Wings.  He reported he has been advised a cheque in the amount of $1,000 in partial payment of the grant for 2008-09 will be sent out shortly.  He stressed the importance of Wings completing and sending in both Part I and Part II forms.  Part II forms are to be submitted as soon as possible after the Wing elections.

The “Pennies from Heaven” project taken on by some of the Wings in Eastern Region where members threw pennies in a pot during the year to be donated to Group to help offset expenses was explained.  Presentations were made by 410 Wing; 424 Wing; 433 Wing and 450 Wing.  Thanks was expressed to all the Wings which participated.  Sam Newman expressed a hope that the Treasurer will have a total of the pennies collected for the upcoming Fall Regional meetings.
60-19

REPORTS FROM REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS 
Reports from Regional Vice-Presidents are attached to these minutes as follows:

Annex I – Vic Snowden, Western Region

Vic Snowden reported that Jim Scherb, 412 Wing will be replacing him as RVP Western and thanked the members for their support during his time in this position.  He remarked on the lack of Kit Shop information on the National web site and perhaps if this was updated is would help with sales.  He also reported that 404 Wing will be contributing to the “Pennies from Heaven” project as well. 
Annex F – Howard Johnston, Quinte Region
Howard Johnston advised of the  re-dedication of the refurbished Sabre at the gates of the Peterborough Zoo  1230 Water Street, Peterborough which will take place on June 6th, 2009 at 1330 hrs.  He invited participation from as many Wings as possible.  

60-19 REPORTS FROM REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS (Cont’d)

Annex H – Gerry Cuffe, Central Region
Gerry Cuffe commented on the successful Charter Night dinner held by 444 Wing with an original charter member in attendance.  He advised with Stan Bienewski’s help, the new Wing should be stood up shortly with hopefully 56 members or so.  447 Wing is working hard on their new quarters and hopefully will be moving from where they are to the new location within the next 6 – 8 months, after all the permit requirements have been met.  He commended Kurt Abels 408/437 Wing on the success of the recent 60th Anniversary Dinner.
Annex G - Moe Demontigny, Eastern Region

Moe Demontigny reported there have been many changes during his 10 years in this position, and he will be standing for another two years.  It is a pleasure to service Wings that make such an impact on their communities.  He made mention of Bart Oates, 422 Wing who passed away in December 2008 and the hard work he did on behalf of the Wing.  Bart will be missed. 
Annex K - C.L. (Tommy) Thomas, Ceremonial Advisor

Tommy Thomas had no comments at this time.
60-20

REPORT OF RCAFA TRUST  
Ron Coleman, Chair RCAFA Trust reported as of 30 April 2009 the Trust has dispersed $386,558.82.  Golden Hawk project $311,000; Great Escape project $37,500; Victoria Cairn Memorial $12,000; 801 Wing project $7,400 and Silver Dart project $8,200.  He advised there will be an additional grant of $2,000 forthcoming from the Trust for the Silver Dart project.  Bill Blakely, 441 Wing pledged $1,000 donation for the Silver Dart project through the Trust.  Don Feduck, 434 Wing thanked everyone for their support to this worthwhile project in celebration of 100 years of powered flight in Canada.
Ron Coleman advised that in keeping with past practices, the hat will be passed at the Sunday Awards luncheon for donations to the Trust, the proceeds of which will be directed to the Silver Dart AEA 2005 Project.

60-21

WARRIORS’ DAY PARADE
Noel Funge advised the details for the Warriors’ Day Parade to be held at the CNE in Toronto on August 22, 2009 will be posted on the Ontario Group web site.  He requested that as many members as possible participate in the parade and hopes AFAC will have a better visibility than in the past.  Capt (Ret’d) Mort Lightstone 408/437 Wing is working to get the maximum number of participants out in blazers and greys or suitable summer dress, if the weather dictates otherwise.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Noel Funge, IPP announced the seating for the head table and sub-head table.  He requested that the delegates be seated by 1200 hrs for the piping in of the tables.  Beth Cleaton 413 Wing was introduced as the piper for the AGM.

Tommy Thomas, Ceremonial Advisor informed the delegates that the 100 Year pin which had been given out earlier in the morning is to be the third pin worn on their blazer for 2009.



ADJOURNMENT OF FIRST BUSINESS SESSION



The first business session adjourned at 1135 hrs.  



SATURDAY LUNCHEON
It was announced at the luncheon that 428 Wing, Peterborough is Ontario Group Wing of the Year.  The write up submitted is attached to these minutes.



SECOND BUSINESS SESSION


The second business session was called to order at 1345 hrs.
60-22

SECOND REPORT OF THE NOMINATION COMMITTEE

Noel Funge, IPP presented the following slate for the Ontario Group Executive and called three times for nominations from the floor.  There were no nominations from the floor.

PRESIDENT


Dave Donovan, 416 Wing Kingston

1st VICE PRESIDENT

Grant MacDonald, 413 Wing Trenton

2nd VICE PRESIDENT

Bill Devereaux, 428 Wing Peterborough

TREASURER


Bill Jack, 441 Wing Barrie

Noel Funge, IPP presented the following slate for the National Executive and called three times for nominations from the floor.  There were no nominations from the floor.

PRESIDENT


Brian Darling, 394 Wing, Montreal

1st VICE PRESIDENT

Terry Chester, 888 Wing Comox

2nd VICE PRESIDENT

Greg Spradbrow, 107 Wing Greenwood

60-23

REPORT FROM THE ONTARIO PROVINCIAL COUNSEL – ROYAL CANADIAN AIR CADETS


David Brown, Executive Director for OPC was introduced.  He thanked everyone for the volunteer work they do with the Air Cadets.  The ACLC has put 1.5 million kids through the program.  He is attending with the kind permission of LCol (Ret’d) G. Elias, OPC Chair.  The OPC is one of 12 provincial committees from across the country.  There are 111 squadrons; 7,700 cadets; 130 Directors and 1,000 volunteers.  They presently have a fleet of 32 aircraft consisting of 23 gliders and 9 tow planes.  Ontario also hosts an international exchange.  The Effective Speaking and Debating competitions feature highly with the squadrons.  The raffle/lottery is their major fund raiser.  


A major challenge to the OPC is the regulating and screening that must be done for all volunteers within the program.  Another challenge is there are not enough volunteers and not enough money.  The age profile is dropping.  As well accountability for grants and the fact CIC’s can not supervise when they are not being paid is an ongoing factor.  They are desperate for more CIC officers.


The flying programs are still running and 40% of the cadets take part in summer training programs.  



He stressed the need for a “Memorandum of Understanding” between Ontario Group and the OPC.  This is being done with third party aerospace industry.  This would enhance the support of the Air Cadets by Ontario Group AFAC.  He suggested instead of plaques being presented to graduating cadets, a one year free membership be provided.  He was surprised to hear that Certificates offering 1 year free membership in Ontario Group Wings to retiring Cadets has been in vogue for the past 8 – 10 years.


Mr. Brown advised the electronic method of communication is the way to go since this generation is so computer orientated.  They can’t afford the cost of sending out information by Canada Post and the email/web site is helpful with this.  Facebook and U-Tube are being used by the kids.
60-24 NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Ted Mahood, Immediate Past President informed the delegates this was not a report from the National President, but a report from the Immediate Past President.  His report is attached as Annex K to these minutes.


Moved by Stan Nichols, PGP; seconded by Bob DiMillo, 424 Wing:  A vote of thanks to Ted Mahood for his presentation.  CARRIED


Art Darnbrough, 413 Wing asked when National Headquarters will be contacting the Wings in the Trenton area with regard to information about the National AGM in October.  Ted Mahood did not have any information.  Tommy Thomas, Ceremonial Advisor responded Dean Black was in Trenton at the museum for a meeting with Chris Colton, Director and the banquet will be held under the Wings of the Halifax.  The memorial parade will be held in the air park at the museum.


Concern was raised regarding the lack of information from National Headquarters.  Wings need to be included and can not be left in isolation for last minute instructions.  Ted Mahood responded he will speak to Dean about this. 



Don Feduck, 434 Wing advised National Headquarters acted on his suggestion that old copies of Airforce magazine be sent out to the Wings.  The Wings then put on a sticker with their contact information and the magazines were put in doctors and dentists offices.  This has worked well for their Wing in getting new members. 

60-25

RESOLUTIONS

Shirley Kelly, 1st Vice-President reported there were no resolutions submitted. 
60-26

FUTURE ONTARIO GROUP ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS

John Hooper, 432 Wing advised he will take the proposition to hold the 2010 AGM back to the members of Wing and report back in ten days.  Secretarial note:  432 (Algoma) Wing have confirmed they will host the Ontario Group AGM in 2010.
Garry Beck, 483 Wing advised he will take the proposition for the 2012 AGM back to the Wing and report back.
Mike Turos, 404 Wing will report back with regard to holding the 2011 AGM.
60-27

USE OF ELECTRONIC MEDIA

Daniel Rodrique, 483 (Regional Niagara) Wing, showed a DVD their Wing uses at meetings.  He advised he will be distributing a copy of this DVD to all Ontario Group Wings and suggested they could incorporate it into their Wing meetings, as well as use it at displays.  We are now in the visual age and the new generation has a shorter attention span.  Something like this would make them stop and look.
60-28 UPDATE ON ONTARIO GROUP HANDBOOK

Noel Funge, IPP updated the delegates on the Ontario Group Handbook and the importance of Wing Executives referring to it.  This is unique to Ontario Group in that it contains relevant facts for the Wing Presidents and members.  All the forms required are included in this handbook and the goal is to have it on the website as soon as possible with forms which can be filled out online and printed/emailed to the RVP’s for submission.
Jim Scherb, 412 Wing advised the forms presently on the website can not be printed out, only emailed and this is useless as it stands.

60-28

UPDATE ON ONTARIO GROUP HANDBOOK (Cont’d)
Noel Funge replied Dean Black still does not understand the workings of AFAC and the fraternal organization that we are.  Wings can not use the combined form Part I and II as it appears on 

the web site at the moment.  He will be working with Mr. Black to ensure all the pertinent forms can be accessed online, then printed and either mailed or emailed.  There are still many within AFAC who are not computer literate and this has to be taken into consideration.  He stressed  the importance of Wings referring to the handbook on a regular basis.
Les Ball, PGP stressed the importance of emails going through the proper chain of command and the Executive Director should be advised communication from Headquarters are to be sent to the Group Presidents for distribution.  

Noel Funge replied in the eyes of the NEC Ontario Group are “the bad guys”.  Lines of communication are pinnacle in the success of any organization.  The Executive Director should be taking his guidance from NEC  then distributing the information to the Group Presidents.  It is not acceptable to go directly to the Wings.  The Executive Director is paid staff, he does not make the policies for AFAC.
Ted Mahood replied that the point is well taken and he will take it back to NEC and the Executive Director.

60-29

UPDATE ON WEB SITE
Noel Funge, IPP again briefly touched on the web site and its importance for getting out information.  If anyone has anything to report, they are to contact him and he will make sure it is posted.
60-30

ANNOUNCEMENTS 



The table seating of the special guests and head table/sub head tables was announced.  


ADJOURNMENT OF SECOND BUSINESS SESSION


The second business session adjourned at 1600 hrs.



SATURDAY NIGHT BANQUET

The Banquet was enjoyed by all.  The Member of the Year, Norman ILAN, 433 Wing was unable to attend due to health reasons.  The Wing of the Year, 428 Peterborough was recognized again. The write ups for both these awards were read by Sam Newman, President.  The write-ups are attached to these minutes.  


THIRD BUSINESS SESSION
60-31

THIRD REPORT OF THE NOMINATION COMMITTEE

Noel Funge, IPP presented the following slate for the Ontario Group Executive and called three times for nominations from the floor.  

PRESIDENT


Dave Donovan, 416 Wing Kingston

1st VICE PRESIDENT

Grant MacDonald, 413 Wing Trenton

2nd VICE PRESIDENT

Bill Devereaux, 428 Wing Peterborough

TREASURER


Bill Jack, 441 Wing Barrie

There were no nominations from the floor.  The new executive were welcomed by the delegates.  Dave Donovan announced the appointment for Honourary President as Noel Funge, 415 Wing and Recording Secretary Vic Snowden, 404 Wing.
60-31

THIRD REPORT OF THE NOMINATION COMMITTEE (Cont’d)

Noel Funge, IPP presented the following slate for the National Executive and called three times for nominations from the floor.  There were no nominations from the floor.

PRESIDENT


Brian Darling, 394 Wing, Montreal

1st VICE PRESIDENT

Terry Chester, 888 Wing Comox

2nd VICE PRESIDENT

Greg Spradbrow, 107 Wing Greenwood

60-32

NEW BUSINESS

Sandy Tosh, 418 Wing advised the delegates the price of the purchase of a second Ad Astra Stone by someone who already has a stone in the park is now $100.  Applications are available online http://www.airforcemuseum.ca/adastrastones.htm and can be printed out.  Air Cadets are now eligible to buy stones.  Noel Funge, IPP reported the number of stones presently in the air park is approaching 10,000 and members of 418 Wing, 415 Wing and 413 Wing volunteer on a regular basis.  Everyone is invited to the dedication ceremony on Saturday, September 26, 2009.
Tommy Thomas remarked Wings are welcome to bring their banners to be included in the parade at this event.  
Sam Newman reminded the delegates how important it is to get both Part I and Part II forms completed and submitted in a timely manner now that the grant from National hinges in part on submission of these forms.
Moved by Garry Beck, 483 Wing seconded by Marjorie Byrne-Daniels, 412 Wing that a person holding an Executive position at Wing level be allowed to accept an Executive position at Group level without giving up the Wing level position.  Shirley Kelly, 1st Vice-President advised a resolution to this effect had been submitted, but was returned for re-writing and would be submitted at a later date.  The motion was rescinded with agreement from the seconder.  
Note to file – this refers to By-Law 2.16.2.1)
Bill Jack, Treasurer reminded the delegates of the significance of the “living symbol” laid by Ontario Group at the Memorial Parade.  This was started at the suggestion of MGen (Ret’d) Gord Ockenden as a lasting memorial instead of a wreath which is thrown away after the ceremony.  There is an excellent example of this with the two trees just outside the front door of this Sarnia Holiday Inn.
Lorne Falle, 424 Wing expressed concern at the difference in fee structure between Regular and Association members and the fact Association members are not tracked nor are fees submitted to National and can this be changed.  He also expressed concern that although Ontario Group represents the largest percentage of members, they are still only allowed one vote at NEC.
Kurt Abels, 408/437 Wing brought the attention of the delegates to the newsletter from Jeff Jeffries and the Halifax Association which was left on their tables.  He also remarked there will be a ceremony on May 31, 2009 for veterans who flew as part of 6 Bomber Group, at their Memorial Cairn in the National Air Force Museum of Canada located at the Trenton air park.
Roy Skillicorn 418 Wing asked for clarification as to the difference between Bomber Command and 6th Bomber Group.  Noel Funge, IPP advised 6th Bomber Group was a part of Bomber Command made up of mostly Canadians, with their first allegiance to RAF Bomber Command.
Donna Kuehl, 404 Wing suggested perhaps the timing of the Ontario Group AGM can be looked at to have the event finish on the Sunday afternoon without holding a wind down, allowing the delegates to leave early.

Moved by Les Ball, IPP; seconded by John Stewart, IPP that Ontario Group Executive undertake the requirements to strike a Memorandum of Understanding with the OPC as outlined in David Brown’s presentation, to foster better relationships with the Ontario Air Cadets.  CARRIED
60-32

NEW BUSINESS (Cont’d)

It was remarked the free Wing membership certificate has been presented for about the last ten years to graduating Air Cadets.  Perhaps Group Executive could look into certificates to be presented to the top cadets at a senior level on an annual basis, still implementing the graduating certificate.  This would give AFAC a high visibility at the OPC Awards ceremony.  The delegates were reminded, Air Cadets have to be 18 years or older to join the Association. 
John Bamlett, 442 Wing remarked the cadets tend to go away to school and it is several years before they use the certificate and then it was outdated.  Dave Donovan, 2nd Vice-President replied the dates on the certificates are open ended and can be handed in at any time.  A show of hands indicated a few Wings have had certificates given in for the free one year membership.

Murray Hope, 418 Wing remarked on the challenges facing Ontario Group with regard to declining membership and finances.  We still have to go forward and on behalf of 418 Wing he expressed warm thanks to the outgoing Group Executive for their hard work over the past two years.

Alan Fell, 432 Wing requested that perhaps Ontario Group could look into retrieving two of the original Pathfinder Association flags that are presently held in the archives at the Canadian War Museum.  He suggested if these flags could be found, they should be displayed at the National Air Force Museum in Trenton.  Sam Neman replied the Executive will get more information and act on this.
Sam Newman requested Ted Mahood look into the Departure with Dignity Program which was discussed at the National AGM in October.  There has been no further information on this from National Headquarters.

Kurt Abels, 408/437 Wing reminded the delegates once again about the Warriors’ Day Parade on 22 August 2009.  He mentioned OTC and the GO Train are providing free transportation that day for veterans and one guest.  Watch the web site for further information or contact Noel Funge at va3nt@xplornet.com or captainmort@hotmail.com
60-33 PARADE & CLOSING CEREMONY BRIEFING
Tommy Thomas, Ceremonial Advisor briefed the delegates on the Parade and Closing Ceremony.
60-34

ANNOUNCEMENTS

John Hooper, 432 Wing advised on 10 June the Snowbirds will be appearing in Sault Ste Marie. They will be having a hanger bash and everyone is welcome to attend.
Sam Newman inquired as to the progress of the 1952 M37 Truck John is restoring and John reported it is going well and the students of his shop course are having a blast.
Joan Sullivan, 427 Wing advised the Wing will have a booth at the St. Thomas Air Show on the weekend of 20-21 June.  As well, the Wing will be receiving a portion of the gate profits from the organizers.

George McMahon Jr, PGP advised the Red Bull Air Race will be taking place at the Windsor airport on June 13-14 and details can be found at www.redbullairrace.com/news.php .  As well, the Windsor Air Show takes place 29-30 August  2009 and further information can be found at www.winairshow.com 
60-34

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Cont’d)
Don Feduck, 434 Wing advised on August 9th at 1400 hrs the Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum and the Canadian Association of Veterans in United Nations Peacekeeping will be holding the official unveiling and dedication of the Museum’s CC-115 (DHC-5) Buffalo aircraft restored in the United Nations markings of Canadian Forces Buffalo 115461 shot down by Syrian missiles on 9 August 1974.  More information can be found at http://www.buffalo461.ca/dedication.htm 
Peter Ayotte, 428 Wing reminded the delegates of the re-dedication of the F86 Sabre at the gates of the Peterborough Zoo.  The ceremony starts at 1330 hrs.
Murray Hope, 418 Wing advised the annual memorial service at the Deseronto Airport will be held on 13 June at 1100 hrs and all Wings are invited to participate with their banners.  If you require further information contact pmhope@cogeco.com
Don Feduck, 434 Wing requested a list of the activities be submitted to the delegates ahead of time at future AGM’s if possible.  
Noel Funge, IPP advised he will have as many of these posted on the website as soon as possible.

Joan Sullivan, 427 Wing advised of the free travel deal VIA Rail is having for veterans during the month of July.

60-34 ADJOURNMENT OF THE 60th AGM

Before closing the meeting, President Sam Newman thanked everyone for attending, especially the fraternal delegates sitting at the back of the room.  The meeting was then closed with prayer.  
The meeting adjourned at 0930 hrs.
AWARDS LUNCHEON
The awards on the attached list were announced/presented at the Sunday Luncheon.  Also attached to these minutes is President Sam’s farewell speech given at the luncheon.
Original signed by Sam Newman

Original signed by Susan Arsenault


___________________

________________________

Sam Newman – President


Susan Arsenault – Recording Secretary
LIST OF AWARDS

AWARD OF DISTINCTION
Garry Beck



483 (Regional Niagara) Wing
Janet Button



422 (Nipissing) Wing
Marilyn Reynolds


422 (Nipissing) Wing
Steve Mullins



432 (Algoma) Wing
AWARD OF MERIT
James ‘Jimmy’ Dean


422 (Nipissing) Wing
Dan Duchene



433 (Champlain) Wing
WING PROFICIENCY AWARD

413 (AC Len Birchall) Wing Trenton, President Art Darnbrough
428 (Peterborough) Wing Peterborough, President Anita Richardson
420 (Oshawa) Wing, Oshawa, President James Lonergan
Honourable Mention:  

401 (RL Edwards) Wing, Cobourg




403 (City of Sarnia) Wing, Sarnia





416 (AVM Earl Godfrey) Wing, Kingston

MEMBERSHIP < 100 MEMBERS
434 (Niagara Peninsula) Wing, Membership Chair Chuck Leguerrier; President Don Feduck
415 (Prince Edward County) Wing, Membership Chair Malcolm Campbell; President Brian Burke
403 (City of Sarnia) Wing, Membership Chair Shari Eyre; President Andy Chalmers
MEMBERSHIP > 100 MEMBERS
413 (AC Len Birchall) Wing Trenton, Membership Chair Neil Elliott; President Art Darnbrough
422 (Nipissing) Wing North Bay, Membership Chair Ron Button; President Rita Patry
404 (Kitchener/Waterloo) Wing, Kitchener, Membership Chair Pat Snowden; President Mike Turos
BEST BULLETIN AWARD < 100
483 (Regional Niagara) Wing – Notam (Editor Garry Beck)


403 (City of Sarnia) Wing – Contact (Editor Therese Harrower)

432 (Algoma) Wing – Time Flies (Editor Alan Fell)
BEST BULLETIN AWARD > 100

410 (Wm Barker VC) Wing – Missile News (Editor George Bova)
408/437 (Toronto/York) Wing – Wingmate (Editor Ernie Wildman; Acting Editor Peter Flatt)

427 (London) Wing – The London Link (Editor Edith Fraser)

CARRY THE BALL < 100 MEMBERS

429 (Sutton) Wing

432 (Algoma) Wing

418 (Belleville) Wing


CARRY THE BALL > 100 MEMBERS

428 (Peterborough) Wing

433 (Renfrew) Wing

441 (Barrie) Wing

